
WILDFLOWER GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

                           August 7, 2019 

Cheryl Mitchell Jones called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. in 

the Sconti Lake Clubhouse.  She first described the delight of 

the Scottsdale adventure and encouraged others to attend these 

outings.  She introduced two new members:  Bunny Loftman 

and Margie Parr.  She also asked for members to volunteer for 

Executive Board, Committees, and Adopt a Road Crew. 

Betina Shearer reminded members of the September program 

regarding eco-friendly gardening in Big Canoe.  It will be 

presented by area Master Gardeners.  She then introduced 

Atlanta Audubon Society Master Birder Teresa Hartz, a 

renowned birder who has seen more than 300 species of birds. 

Hartz’ informative and interesting program is summarized on 

the following pages. 

After the program presentation, Hartz drew Debbie Dickinson’s 

name for the door prize, a bluebird house. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15. 

 

 

 

 

 



“OUT MY BACKDOOR:  CREATING A SANCTUARY FOR 

WILDLIFE”    Teresa Hartz, Atlanta Audubon Society 

Hartz first noted that the Atlanta Audubon Society is “dedicated 

to the preservation and enjoyment of birds” whose mission is “to 

build places where birds and people thrive.” 

She explained the necessity of birds.  They provide bio-

diversity, eco-system engineering, seed dispensing, pest control, 

decay clean-up, economic value, and beauty and inspiration.  

She identified year round Big Canoe birds, including brown-

headed nuthatches, woodpeckers, barn and screech owls, red 

tailed hawks, and the state bird—thrasher.  Among the birds 

who summer here are hummingbirds, Indigo bunting, and the 

Louisiana water thrush. 

Residential yards provide stepping stones for “habitat 

connectivity,” that is micro habitats between less friendly bird 

terrain.  To create a bird-friendly yard, plant natives such as 

cone flower, beautyberry, serviceberry.  Native plants are better 

insect attractors.  Avoid non-natives for they displace natives 

and they can carry new diseases.  Also avoid invasives like 

Japanese stiltgrasss, mahonia, eleagnus, and nandina.  Nandina 

berries can kill cedar wax-wings.   

Plantings need to be multi-leveled: canopy trees (oak, hickory, 

maple, sourwood, and yellow poplar); understory trees 

(dogwood, serviceberry, mulberry, native azalea); shrub 

(beautyberry, elderberry, sumac, red buckeye, grape vines, cross 



vines); herbaceous ground level (daises, rudbeckia, cone flower, 

ferns). 

Install bird feeders only in the winter months as established by 

POA Rules and Regulations. Use leaf litter rather than straw or 

mulch.  Provide water such as bird baths though many Big 

Canoe yards have natural creeks and streams.  Leave fallen trees 

and limbs (within the POA Rules and Regulations); these brush 

piles serve as cover shelter for birds.  In addition, bird boxes and 

houses should be added.       

Hartz highlighted the plants that host the widest variety of bird 

species:  Red Mulberry-36; Dogwood-34; Serviceberry-32;  and, 

surprisingly in 4th place, Poison Ivy-29.   

In order to be Audubon certified, follow these steps: 

1.  Join the Atlanta Audubon Society. 

2. Download the application/form. 

3.  Yards must provide 4 basic needs (provide basic needs, have 

a minimum of 50% native plants, had minimum straw and 

mulch, use minimal chemicals.  If you have a cat, it must be an 

indoor cat. 

4.  Call to arrange an onsite Audubon visit.  In all likelihood, 

Hartz will be scheduled for your visit. 

 

Submitted by fran Holman McKenzie 


