
WILDFLOWER BUNCH GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

                            October 2,  2019 

Margie called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. at Sconti Lake 

Clubhouse.   Announcements included the call from Stacy for 

members’ favorite gardening books; A Time to Share which will 

be open to the public this year and will featured a cocktail party 

from 4-6 rather than a luncheon—though members are still 

encouraged to donate items for sale and auction; Make and Take 

entitled “Nature in Wine Bottles and Mason Jars”; Keep Pickens 

Beautiful reminder of trash pick-up. 

Margie announced proposed WFB Donations: Big Canoe 

Employee Assistance Fund, $1500; Eagle’s Rest, $1000; Big 

Canoe Trails Committee, $1000; Atlanta Audubon, $500; 

Georgia Forest Watch, $500.  These will be voted on by 

membership at November meeting. 

In addition Catherine and fran noted the two substantive changes 

in By-Laws: elimination of President-Elect Officer and 

elimination of requirement that Parliamentarian must be the 

previous President.  They also introduced the proposed 2020 

slate of officers: President—Cheryl Mitchell Jones; Vice-

President of Communications—Susan Starling; Vice-President 

of Membership—Sue Ouderkirk; Vice-President of Programs—

Susan Eanes; Secretary—Lynn Roberts; Treasurer—Susan 

Kenny; Publicity—Judy Kaufman; Parliamentarians—Catherine 

Mann and fran Holman McKenzie.  Membership will vote on 

both By-Laws and slate at the November meeting. 



PROGRAM: Katie Ross, Night Song Native Nursery 

Katie’s Nursery derives its name from a childhood memory in 

which her mother encouraged her to listen to the many songs of 

the night—the owls, tree frogs, and cicadas. 

She highly recommend Bringing Nature Home by Doug 

Tallamy of the University of Delaware. 

Her presentation began with biological diversity, a term that 

dates to 1918.  It is the variety and variability of life on earth in 

a particular eco-system. 

Katie focused on the importance of planting Natives.  Natives 

co-exist with other native species, such as caterpillars, 

grasshoppers, butterflies, and birds.  This is significant because 

90% of herbivorous insects and birds are specialists.  Ninety-six 

per cent of birds rear their young exclusively on insects.  For 

example, song birds feed on the beauty bush; yellow finch eat 

from pine cones; and the monarch butterfly consumes milkweed. 

She listed the top 10 trees that support butterflies (Lepidoptera) 

and the corresponding numbers of different species for each:  

White Oak, 534; Native Willow, 456; Native Cherry and Plum, 

456; River Birch, 413. 

Roadblocks to this symbiosis include habitat loss, non-native 

plant use, and invasives.  Ross also suggested that there is a 

general lack of knowledge about this correspondence of native 

plants and animals, a “plant blindness.”  She noted the 



importance of using natural fertilizers and pesticides and 

avoiding equipment such as leaf blowers. 

She reminded that working towards beauty and harmony in the 

landscape did not mean perfection and that even though a 

gardener chose mostly natives, it was understandable that the 

gardener might have favorite or heirloom plants in the garden.  

She concluded her presentation with a quotation from Aldo 

Leopold:  “If you are going to tinker with the earth, at least keep 

all the pieces.”  

After the program, she answered questions from members.  She 

donated two plants from her Nursery for door prizes which were 

won by Pam Petro and Carla Watson. 

Katie also brought a variety of natives from her Nursery to sell. 

 

 


